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Welcome to our Easter Edition of ResearchPress for 2019. The year is well underway and full of 

significant changes on the horizon, the perfect time to take stock of initiatives and innovative 

research that might pave the way forward. Read on to learn more. 

Federal Election 2019 
We have seen the Coalition’s pre-election budget along with the Labor Party’s response and with 

the election called for 18 May we are now firmly in campaign mode. This month’s ResearchPress 

starts with a look at some of the big issues in the Federal election. With marginal seats in WA key 

to election success, will we see more election promises for this side of the country as the 

campaign heats up?  

The Coalition’s pre-election Budget promises short-term cuts for taxpayers earning under 

$126,000 and longer-term tax reform likely to reduce tax liabilities for almost all taxpayers. It also 

includes significant infrastructure spending nationally, including an additional $1.6 billion for WA. 

Labor’s response matches the short-term rebates but does not include longer-term reductions. A 

major plank of its platform is increased funding for Medicare, particularly to reduce out-of-pocket 

costs for cancer treatment.  

Negative gearing and the capital gains tax discount have once again become a major issue in the 

election. While the Coalition is planning on leaving housing tax settings as they are, Labor is 

proposing to remove negative gearing for established dwellings, as well as reduce the capital gains 

tax discount to 25%. The housing landscape is very different to the 2016 election, when the issue 

of housing affordability (particularly in Sydney and Melbourne) was forefront, while many are now 

faced with falling house prices. Property groups have been campaigning against the changes, 

arguing it will reduce demand for housing and employment in the industry. Other commentators, 

including the Grattan Institute, remark that grandfathering of changes will shield existing investors 

and should ensure there is no dramatic change in conditions in the short-term.  

With commentators from across the political spectrum calling out the low rate of Newstart 

allowance, many are hoping for it to become a more prominent election issue. Both welfare 

advocacy organisations and the business community have expressed concerns that the low rate is 

impeding recipients from finding work. So far, Labor has committed to a review of Newstart, while 

the Coalition has remained quiet.  

https://www.budget.gov.au/
https://www.billshorten.com.au/2019_budget_in_reply_address_canberra_thursday_4_april_2019
https://www.alp.org.au/policies/reforming-negative-gearing-and-capital-gains-tax-arrangements/
https://hia.com.au/-/media/HIA-Website/Files/Media-Centre/Media-Releases/2019/national/leave-capital-gains-tax-and-negative-gearing-alone.ashx
https://www.masterbuilders.com.au/Newsroom/Master-Builders-Launches-Campaign-For-2019-Federal
https://grattan.edu.au/news/negative-gearing-changes-will-affect-us-all-mostly-for-the-better/
https://grattan.edu.au/news/expect-a-budget-that-breaks-the-intergenerational-bargain/
https://www.bca.com.au/business_council_releases_a_plan_for_a_stronger_australia
https://www.acoss.org.au/media-releases/?media_release=polling-shows-widespread-concerns-about-tax-cuts-and-support-for-increase-to-newstart
https://www.acoss.org.au/media-releases/?media_release=polling-shows-widespread-concerns-about-tax-cuts-and-support-for-increase-to-newstart
https://www.alp.org.au/policies/reviewing-newstart/
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Government and Politics 

Commonwealth Orange Book 2019: Grattan Institute 

The Grattan Institute’s Commonwealth Orange Book 2019 considers the current state of Australia 

and provides recommendations for the next government, post-2019 Federal election, to prioritise. 

These recommendations range from economic development, improving workforce participation for 

women and older people, to aged-based tax breaks and integrity reforms.  

Grattan, applying a new ‘International Scorecard’, finds Australia ranks second last when 

compared to equivalent OECD countries in housing stock per 1,000 residents. This represents a 

mismatch between supply and demand that benefits existing property owners at the expense of 

new home buyers and renters, who face additional costs. Similarly, Grattan finds workforce 

participation by Australian women and older people is lower than other OECD countries, with part-

time employment and motherhood having a large impact on Australian women’s labour force 

participation compared to international equivalents.  

Grattan’s recommendations to address Australia’s housing shortfalls are clearly outlined and 

include reforming tax and welfare policies, permitting more homes to be built, providing additional 

government support for the worst off, and funding the construction of additional social housing by 

the States. Addressing labour force participation for women and older Australians is not as clearly 

defined, but an assessment by the Productivity Commission is recommended to determine 

combinations of tax, transfer and childcare support to reduce welfare traps. Similarly, Grattan 

recommends investigating increasing access to the Age Pension and superannuation to 70 years.  

Disability 

Disability Royal Commission 

On 5 April, the Commonwealth Government unveiled the long-awaited Royal Commission into 

Violence, Abuse, Neglect and Exploitation of People with Disability. More than $525 million has 

been allocated in the 2019 Federal budget to the three-year-long inquiry, with more than $148 

million being spent on providing support for people with disability to participate. The Commission 

will inquire into all forms of violence, abuse, neglect and exploitation of people with disability, in all 

settings.  The Commission has been welcomed by disability advocacy groups as a historical 

opportunity for ‘justice, healing and prevention’. There has been some concern over the 

appointment of two commissioners, due to a potential conflict of interest. 

Specialist Disability Accommodation 

On 8 February, the Minister for Families and Social Services announced immediate reforms to 

increase Specialist Disability Accommodation (SDA) for eligible NDIS participants. 

The SDA scheme aims to drive investment and growth in the development of specialised housing 

supply for people with disability on the NDIS, as well as improving overall outcomes for 

https://grattan.edu.au/podcast/commonwealth-orange-book-2019/
https://grattan.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2014/04/Game_Changers_Web.pdf
https://grattan.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2014/04/Game_Changers_Web.pdf
https://grattan.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2016/11/879-Age-of-entitlement.pdf
https://grattan.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/Metrics-table-options.pdf
https://www.rba.gov.au/publications/rdp/2018/pdf/rdp2018-03.pdf
https://stats.oecd.org/Index.aspx?DataSetCode=LFS_SEXAGE_I_R
https://stats.oecd.org/Index.aspx?DataSetCode=LFS_SEXAGE_I_R
http://www.oecd.org/economy/surveys/Australia-2018-OECD-economic-survey-overview.pdf
https://grattan.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/901-Housing-affordability.pdf
https://www.pm.gov.au/media/establishment-royal-commission-violence-abuse-neglect-and-exploitation-people-disability
https://www.ag.gov.au/DisabilityRoyalCommission
https://www.ag.gov.au/DisabilityRoyalCommission
https://www.pm.gov.au/media/press-conference-minister-families-and-social-services
https://pwd.org.au/2019-federal-budget/
https://pwd.org.au/2019-federal-budget/
https://www.sbs.com.au/news/it-s-not-flash-being-disabled-pm-launches-527-million-disability-royal-commission
https://www.sbs.com.au/news/it-s-not-flash-being-disabled-pm-launches-527-million-disability-royal-commission
http://dpoa.org.au/people-disability-welcome-royal-commission/
https://pwd.org.au/people-with-disability-welcome-our-royal-commission/
http://dpoa.org.au/joint-statement-call-commissioners-step-royal-commission/
http://dpoa.org.au/joint-statement-call-commissioners-step-royal-commission/
https://ministers.dss.gov.au/media-releases/4496
https://www.ndis.gov.au/providers/essentials-providers-working-ndia/specialist-disability-accommodation
https://ministers.dss.gov.au/speeches/4721
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participants. It is planned that the SDA will deliver 8,000 accommodation opportunities. Following 

this announcement, SDA has gained substantial attention from industry groups with experts 

welcoming the SDA initiative as an important milestone. The Australian Housing and Urban 

Research Institute (AHURI) finds that the SDA scheme is a significant step in addressing the 

urgent need for appropriate and affordable housing supply for people with disability. The report 

also notes that the SDA presents a unique market for industry participants. The Summer 

Foundation has published a comprehensive snapshot of the SDA market, revealing how the 

market is responding to the opportunity to expand the national housing supply for people with 

disability. The Summer Foundation has welcomed the SDA initiative and vision and has committed 

to supporting the SDA implementation.  

Women’s Interests 

A gendered lens on the 2019-2020 Federal budget 

While the Morrison government has declared that the 2019 budget will “secure a better future for 

all”, some feel Australian women have been left in the dark with women’s interest groups pointing 

out how the Australian budget process is failing women. While the Women’s Budget Snapshot 

reveals sizeable investments for women in safety and security, financial security and workforce 

participation, and health and wellbeing, criticism from women’s interest groups has centred on the 

failure to apply a gendered lens to improve women’s outcomes, particularly across economic 

measures. Women’s interest groups argue that the budget has fallen short in addressing the 

underlying issue of economic inequality, pointing out that the highly anticipated tax cuts will deliver 

less benefits for women. The community sector has largely dismissed the 2019 budget as a 

missed opportunity to establish a sustainable vision for women, in spite of the budget investments. 

Labor has since delivered the Women’s Budget Statement 2019, vowing to prioritise outcomes for 

women if elected. 

Housing 

Meeting needs and costs of social and affordable housing 

In our previous edition, we considered the potential for a shift in the discourse surrounding social 

housing to perceive it as a form of infrastructure. This raises a significant question: what is the cost 

of providing social housing? The UNSW City Futures Research Centre’s recent report estimates 

the current and future need and cost for social and affordable housing Australia-wide over the next 

20 years. The report provides costings based on multiple models, each with different funding 

criteria. The modelling estimates social housing provision costs to government to be between $5.3 

billion to $6 billion annually over 20 years for the provision of 437,000 dwellings nationwide; and 

affordable housing provision costs to government estimated between $1.1 billion and $4.5 billion 

annually for the provision of 213,000 dwellings nationwide over the same period. Each model 

assumes access to funding via the National Housing Finance and Investment Corporation, with no 

https://www.pwc.com.au/publications/ndis-specialist.html
https://www.ahuri.edu.au/research/final-reports/310?utm_source=website&utm_medium=homepage&utm_campaign=featurepanel
https://www.summerfoundation.org.au/documents/specialist-disability-accommodation-supply-in-australia/
https://www.summerfoundation.org.au/documents/specialist-disability-accommodation-supply-in-australia/
https://www.summerfoundation.org.au/resources/summary-of-the-ndia-sda-provider-and-investor-brief/
http://jaf.ministers.treasury.gov.au/transcript/048-2019/
http://jaf.ministers.treasury.gov.au/transcript/048-2019/
https://womensagenda.com.au/latest/how-the-australian-budget-process-is-failing-women/
https://pmc.gov.au/resource-centre/office-women/womens-budget-snapshot
http://kmo.ministers.treasury.gov.au/media-release/052-2018/
http://kmo.ministers.treasury.gov.au/media-release/052-2018/
https://www.nfaw.org/page/a-gender-lens-budget
http://www.abs.gov.au/ausstats/abs@.nsf/Lookup/by%20Subject/4125.0~Sep%202018~Main%20Features~Economic%20Security~4
http://www.abs.gov.au/ausstats/abs@.nsf/Lookup/by%20Subject/4125.0~Sep%202018~Main%20Features~Economic%20Security~4
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2019-04-07/women-have-a-serious-beef-with-the-budget/10978064
https://www.smh.com.au/politics/federal/the-reason-women-were-locked-out-of-the-budget-20190322-p516lo.html
https://womensagenda.com.au/latest/whats-in-the-2019-budget-for-women-very-little/
http://www.tanyaplibersek.com/2019_wbs
https://wahousing.sharepoint.com/teams/ResearchHub/Shared%20Documents/ResearchPress%20Newsletter%20-%20January-February%202019.pdf
https://cityfutures.be.unsw.edu.au/research/projects/filling-the-gap/
https://nhfic.gov.au/about-us/
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specific model recommended. The authors conclude that any national subsidy framework to 

support social and affordable housing will need to account for geographical differences in 

provision.  

The challenge for government is developing appropriate mechanisms for delivering social and 

affordable housing. One option recommended by National Shelter, suggests governments should 

pursue a 30% inclusionary zoning target to meet affordable housing needs. This involves land use 

planning that mandates or incentivises developers to include a fixed number or percentage of 

affordable dwellings with any development. This approach is not new but has seen significant 

success internationally, most notably in the United Kingdom. However, it can also be argued that 

inclusionary zoning is in principle a form of price control, distorting the market and leading to a 

decrease in housing supply.  

Low levels of housing supply have a significant flow-on effect, reducing housing available for 

people seeking private or affordable rentals, with Anglicare’s recent Rental Affordability Snapshot 

finding only two of the 69,485 sampled households were affordable and appropriate for individuals 

on a Newstart Allowance. Anglicare’s recommendation is to invest in 300,000 new social homes 

and 200,000 low-cost rentals.  

Improving integration of FDV and housing systems 

A recent AHURI report on housing outcomes after FDV found existing services offer limited 

opportunities to clients seeking stable, secure, long-term accommodation, due to the lack of 

affordable housing across Australia. Survivors and victims of FDV are unable to transition along 

the housing continuum to stable, long-term accommodation post-support and are often unwilling to 

engage with services entirely due to poor experiences with other service providers. The result for 

many clients, particularly women, is to return to a violent relationship due to the perception that it is 

the safer option to the alternatives. To address these failings, the report considers the need for 

greater integration between FDV service providers and the wider housing system. FDV has been 

identified as a priority and allocated additional funding in the 2019 Federal budget, intended to 

apply across the range of initiatives outlined in the National Plan to Reduce Violence against 

Women and their Children 2010-2022. 

Outcomes Measurement 
The sixth issue of the Centre for Social Impact’s Outcomes Measurement in the Community 

Sector: A National Report Card was released earlier this month. The report investigates the extent 

to which outcomes measurement is utilised across organisations in the community sector, the 

availability and use of resources to support outcomes measurement practices, and the range of 

challenges in undertaking outcomes measurement. The findings indicate that the practice of 

outcomes measurement amongst community organisations throughout Australia has decreased 

between 2018 and 2019, with a lack of financial resources serving as the primary limitation. The 

report is situated amidst a national shift towards developing whole-of-government outcomes 

frameworks and how this shift affects practice.  

http://shelter.org.au/national-shelter-inclusionary-zoning-report/
https://www.ahuri.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0019/17272/AHURI_Final_Report_No297_Supporting_affordable_housing_supply_inclusionary_planning_in_new_and_renewing_communities.pdf
https://www.local.gov.uk/pas/pas-topics/infrastructure/s106-obligations-overview
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/228268164_The_Economics_of_Inclusionary_Zoning_Reclaimed_How_Effective_are_Price_Controls
https://plan4womenssafety.dss.gov.au/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/fourth-action-plan-consultation-summary-report-2-2.pdf
https://www.humanservices.gov.au/individuals/services/centrelink/newstart-allowance
https://www.ahuri.edu.au/research/final-reports/311
https://www.ahuri.edu.au/research/final-reports/287
https://www.ahuri.edu.au/research/final-reports/287
https://www.ahuri.edu.au/policy/ahuri-briefs/understanding-the-housing-continuum
https://www.ahuri.edu.au/policy/ahuri-briefs/understanding-the-housing-continuum
https://www.budget.gov.au/2019-20/content/services.htm
https://www.dss.gov.au/sites/default/files/documents/08_2014/national_plan_accessible.pdf
https://www.dss.gov.au/sites/default/files/documents/08_2014/national_plan_accessible.pdf
https://www.csi.edu.au/research/project/outcomes-measurement-australian-community-sector-2019/
https://www.csi.edu.au/research/project/outcomes-measurement-australian-community-sector-2019/
https://www.apsc.gov.au/1-whole-government-challenge
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Hot off the Press 
 Australian Academy of Sciences and the Australian Academy of Technology and Engineering. 

Women in STEM: Decadal Plan 

 Australian Institute of Family Studies. Intimate Partner Violence in Australian Refugee 
Communities 

 CEDA. Sustainable budgets: underwriting Australia's social compact   

 CREATE Foundation. Out-of-Home Care in Australia: Children and Young People’s Views After 
Five Years of National Standards 

 Good Shepherd Australia New Zealand. Improving Responses to Children Who Experience 
Family Violence: When Policy Reform Meets Practice. 

 House of Representatives Select Committee on Intergenerational Welfare Dependence. Living 
on the Edge. Inquiry into Intergenerational Welfare Dependence 

 Mission Australia. Out of the Shadows – Domestic and Family Violence: A Leading Cause of 
Homelessness in Australia. 

 Regional Australia Institute. Future of Regional Jobs 

 The Actuaries Institute. The Social Condition Report - A Suggestion for Financial Services 
Businesses   

 The Urban Institute. What would it take to make sure all families can live in a physically secure 
home and a stable community that's prepared for the effects of global climate change? 

 UK Collaborative Centre for Housing Evidence. Evidencing the Impact of Welfare Reform on 
Housing Associations  

 UK Collaborative Centre for Housing Evidence. International Evidence Review: Economic 
Impacts and Incidence of Housing Taxation   

 University of Sydney. Informal accommodation and vulnerable households 

 Urban Development Institute of Australia. 2019 State of the Land: National Residential 
Greenfield and Apartment Market Study 

For more communities related resources, visit our website: 

http://www.housing.wa.gov.au/aboutus/researchandreports/Pages/default.aspx 

https://www.science.org.au/support/analysis/decadal-plans-science/decadal-plan-women-stem
https://aifs.gov.au/cfca/publications/cfca-paper/intimate-partner-violence-australian-refugee-communities
https://aifs.gov.au/cfca/publications/cfca-paper/intimate-partner-violence-australian-refugee-communities
https://www.ceda.com.au/Research-and-policy/All-CEDA-research/Research-catalogue/Sustainable-budgets-underwriting-Australia’s-social-compact
https://create.org.au/publications/2018-create-report/
https://create.org.au/publications/2018-create-report/
https://goodshep.org.au/publications/research-reports/
https://goodshep.org.au/publications/research-reports/
https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/House/Intergenerational_Welfare_Dependence/IGWD/Final_Report
https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/House/Intergenerational_Welfare_Dependence/IGWD/Final_Report
https://www.missionaustralia.com.au/publications/position-statements/Out-of-the-shadows
https://www.missionaustralia.com.au/publications/position-statements/Out-of-the-shadows
http://www.regionalaustralia.org.au/home/
https://actuaries.asn.au/public-policy-and-media/thought-leadership/the-dialogue/the-social-condition-report---a-suggestion-for-financial-services-businesses
https://actuaries.asn.au/public-policy-and-media/thought-leadership/the-dialogue/the-social-condition-report---a-suggestion-for-financial-services-businesses
https://next50.urban.org/question/climate-adaptation
https://next50.urban.org/question/climate-adaptation
https://housingevidence.ac.uk/our-work/research-projects/evidencing-the-impact-of-welfare-reform-on-social-housing/
https://housingevidence.ac.uk/our-work/research-projects/evidencing-the-impact-of-welfare-reform-on-social-housing/
https://housingevidence.ac.uk/our-work/research-projects/international-evidence-review-economic-impacts-and-incidence-of-housing-taxation/
https://housingevidence.ac.uk/our-work/research-projects/international-evidence-review-economic-impacts-and-incidence-of-housing-taxation/
https://sydney.edu.au/news-opinion/news/2019/04/29/sydney-s-hidden-housing-problem.html
http://www.udia.com.au/news/2019-state-of-the-land
http://www.udia.com.au/news/2019-state-of-the-land
http://www.housing.wa.gov.au/aboutus/researchandreports/Pages/default.aspx

