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Clean Up Competitions a Success in Fitzroy

The Fitzroy Crossing Valley Tenancy Support Team has been running positive ‘Clean Up’ competitions in 
some of their communities. Competitions have run so far in Bayulu, Joy Springs and Mindi Rardi, and one 
will soon run in Kurnangki. 

Staff from the Marninwarntikura Women’s Resource Centre (MWRC) wanted to run the competitions to 
give people ideas about how to look after their homes and yard, and to help families stay safe and healthy.

More than 30 cleaning packs were given out in Bayulu, and about eight houses entered the competition. 
The community thought it went really well and a lot of young people joined in to help out.

Prizes donated by MWRC were given out afterwards at a BBQ. They included cooking utensils, gardening 
equipment, plants, cleaning products and food vouchers.

The Joy Springs community’s competition was run in April and also went very well. In August, one was 
run in Mindi Rardi community. In the weeks before the competition, the Tenancy Support Team worked 
with the community to get the place clean and ready. Even the little children helped, by picking up rubbish 
around the community. 

The community also had help from other groups, including the ‘Men’s Shed’, which provided two workers 
to mow the grass for two days before the competition.  Staff from Marra Worra Worra helped by picking 
up rubbish and taking it to the tip, while MWRC staff gave out cleaning packs to every house. Everyone 
enjoyed it and there was a big feed at the end of the day.

The Tenancy Support Team was very proud of their efforts to help and support families with these 
competitions.  People had fun and the competitions also helped people learn how important it is to be safe 
and healthy in their houses and communities.

Well done Fitzroy!

Mindi Rardi residents were keen to help clean up their community



Reducing your energy bills this summer
While many people enjoy the summer months, trying to keep cool in hot weather can often mean 
getting hit with a big electricity bill. These tips for reducing bills and energy saving will help you stay 
cool without breaking the bank:

•	 Keep windows, curtains and blinds closed during the day to stop the heat getting into the house.

•	 Open windows and blinds at night to let hot air out and cool air in (be careful of mosquitoes 
though!). 

•	 At the start of summer, clean the filters in your air conditioner so it won’t have to work as hard 
to cool your house.  

•	 Before turning the air conditioner on, try using a fan instead. You could save up to $200 a year.

•	 Keep your air conditioner set at 24 degrees. Every degree lower can really increase your bill.  

•	 Keep doors to the room you’re trying to cool closed when using the air conditioner.  This stops 
cool air escaping and the air conditioner isn’t cooling rooms you’re not using.

•	 Turn off all appliances, lights and equipment when not in use. 

•	 Unplug electronic devices and chargers when not in use. Most use electricity even when switched 
‘off’. Turn computers and printers off at the power strip. 

•	 Unplug or recycle that spare refrigerator in the garage if you don’t really need it and save up to 
$150 per year! 
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Keeping your home cool can be difficult when it’s hot. Air 
conditioners help but can use a lot of power and cost you a lot 
of money if not used carefully.

These cooling tips will help you reduce your power use:

•	 Keep ALL doors and windows closed when using air 
conditioners;

•	 Cool air escapes each time the front or back door is opened 
and the air conditioner then has to re-cool the house, 
increasing your power costs;

•	 If your house has curtains, keep them closed to keep the 
heat out and the cool in;

•	 Keep the bathroom and toilet doors closed so cool air stays in the living room and bedrooms 
where you need it most;

•	 Clean the air conditioner regularly because clean filters mean less power is needed to produce 
cool air (check the instruction manual for how to do this safely.);

•	 The colder the setting, the more power your air conditioner will use. If it has a remote control, set 
the temperature to 24 degrees to lower your power use;

•	 When the day cools down, turn the air conditioner off and open doors and windows to let your 
home cool naturally.

Safety First

Read the instruction manual and follow directions carefully. Never use an appliance that may be 
unsafe. Keep air conditioners, fans & extension cords away from water.

Department of Housing and Air Conditioning 

New houses in remote communities are designed and built so tenants can add their own air 
conditioners if they wish. Housing will not add air conditioners to existing houses. If you would like to 
install your own air conditioner and it needs to be fixed to a wall, please talk to your Housing Officer.

You will be responsible for all costs associated with buying and installing a new air conditioner. This 
includes purchase of materials, wiring, additional circuit-breakers and all ongoing maintenance. 
Choose an energy efficient air conditioner. The more stars the better.

Cooling your home

Some old air conditioners may not be safe if they are damaged 
or worn out. There is a risk they will catch fire or give 
someone an electric shock. Your Housing Officer will let you 
know if your air conditioner is not safe or not working properly.

When you move out, you will have to remove the air 
conditioner and repair any damage caused to the house. 
You are responsible for the cost of fixing any alterations or 
additions not of a professional or reasonable standard and 
for any cost of fixing damage caused by any alteration or 
addition.

The Department will consider applications from tenants in 
the North West or Kalgoorlie to have an air conditioning 
aperture fitted.

Correct installation includes proper support 
and a good weather seal

Incorrect installation is a safety risk for your family



If you notice a problem with your RCD/MCB or smoke alarm please call  
your Regional Service Provider or Housing Officer.

The Department of Housing has installed a number of safety devices in your home. 

The first one is a combined Residual Current Devices/Miniature Circuit Breakers (RCD/
MCBs),which provides protection against electrocution and the overloading of all 
circuits in the property.

The second is a smoke alarm, which alerts you to smoke presence in the property.

How to test your RCD/MCB
•		Press the TEST button on the RCD/MCB; you should hear a click.

•		The lever will flip downwards in the ‘off’ position.

•		If the RCD/MCB doesn’t flip downwards, you need to contact 
Housing Direct on 1300 137 677.

•		If the lever does flip downwards, then it works.

•		Flip the lever upwards to ‘on’ and this will turn the power on.

How to test your smoke alarm
•		To test your smoke alarm turn your power off at the mains. Press 

the TEST button on your smoke alarm (as illustrated); you should 
hear the alarm activate.

•		The smoke alarm will automatically reset once the button has been 
released after testing. If you are unable to reach the test button, 
please use a broom handle.

•		DO NOT use a screw driver or put tape over the alarm.

•		If you don’t hear a sound, contact Housing Direct straight away on 
1300 137 677.

•	 Once the test is complete, remember to turn your power at the 
mains back on.

 

DO TEST

 DO NOT paint, 
remove or cover up

Safety device testing


